As part of investigation of the title compound (I) as a catalyst for synthesis of nitrogen doped shaped carbon nanomaterials we have determined its crystal structure. The compound crystallized with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit ( Fig. 1) . In each molecule, the ferrocenyl moiety is linked to phenyl with imine and pyridine groups.
The asymetric unit of the title compound, [Fe(C 5 H 5 )(C 17 H 13 N 2 )], contains two independent molecules whose conformations differ, especially in the 4-{(pyridin-4yl)methylidene]amino}phenyl unit where one is flipped by almost 180 . The cyclopentadienyl rings of the ferrocene unit also exhibit different staggered conformations: in one molecule the conformation is staggered by 9.43 (2) and in the other by 24.46 (1) from an ideal eclipsed geometry. The plane of the benzene ring is tilted away from the ferrocene group in both molecules, with dihedral angles of 6.97 (1) and 10.30 (2) . The benzene ring is also slightly twisted from the plane of the pyridine ring, with dihedral angles of 5.98 (2) and 6.51 (2) in the two molecules.
Related literature
For related compounds, see: Nyamori et al. (2012) ; Nyamori & Moodley (2011) . For the synthesis, see: Rajput et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Fe(C 5 Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008); cell refinement: SAINT-Plus (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus and XPREP (Bruker, 2008); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 2012); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 2012).
Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
(4-{[(Pyridin-4-yl)methylidene]amino}phenyl)ferrocene

Crystal data
[Fe(C 5 H 5 ) (C 17 0.0228 (7) 0.0144 (8) 0.0141 (7) −0.0048 (6) 0.0008 (6) 0.0020 (6) C4 0.0146 (6) 0.0157 (8) 0.0200 (7) −0.0028 (5) 0.0048 (5) −0.0005 (6) C5 0.0163 (7) 0.0193 (9) 0.0174 (7) −0.0041 (6) −0.0019 (5) 0.0020 (6) C6 0.0211 (7) 0.0266 (9) 0.0154 (7) −0.0099 (6) −0.0019 (6) −0.0001 (6) C7 0.0140 (6) 0.0216 (9) 0.0179 (7) −0.0036 (5) −0.0008 (5) 0.0014 (6) C8 0.0159 (6) 0.0130 (8) 0.0158 (6) −0.0046 (5) 0.0006 (5) −0.0004 (6) C9 0.0212 (7) 0.0100 (8) 0.0213 (7) −0.0023 (6) 0.0035 (6) −0.0013 (6) C10 0.0254 (8) 0.0166 (8) 0.0183 (7) −0.0062 (6) 0.0051 (6) −0.0062 (6) C11 0.0137 (6) 0.0127 (7) 0.0153 (6) −0.0046 (5) 0.0013 (5) 0.0002 (5) C12 0.0129 (6) 0.0155 (8) 0.0190 (7) 0.0010 (5) 0.0014 (5) 0.0012 (6) C13 0.0140 (6) 0.0168 (8) 0.0196 (7) 0.0008 (5) −0.0007 (5) 0.0034 (6) C14 0.0147 (6) 0.0136 (7) 0.0154 (6) −0.0026 (5) 0.0016 (5) −0.0007 (5) C15 0.0153 (6) 0.0141 (7) 0.0194 (7) 0.0009 (5) 0.0018 (5) −0.0012 (6) C16 0.0165 (6) 0.0151 (8) 0.0158 (6) 0.0012 (5) −0.0017 (5) 0.0013 (5) C18 0.0168 (7) 0.0183 (8) 0.0195 (7) 0.0015 (6) 0.0026 (5) −0.0010 (6) C19 0.0182 (7) 0.0137 (7) 0.0160 (6) −0.0026 (5) 0.0005 (5) −0.0001 (5) C20 0.0161 (6) 0.0164 (8) 0.0185 (7) −0.0012 (5) −0.0020 (5) 0.0019 (5) C21 0.0166 (7) 0.0161 (8) 0.0217 (7) −0.0008 (5) 0.0019 (5) 0.0005 (6) C22 0.0226 (7) 0.0178 (9) 0.0177 (7) −0.0017 (6) −0.0022 (6) 0.0036 (6) C23 0.0178 (7) 0.0169 (8) 0.0202 (7) 0.0024 (6) 0.0003 (5) 0.0000 (6) C25 0.0372 (9) 0.0420 (13) 0.0158 (8) −0.0270 (9) 0.0006 (7) −0.0029 (7) C26 0.0161 (7) 0.0211 (10) 0.0593 (12) −0.0064 (7) −0.0089 (7) 0.0061 (9) C27 0.0354 (9) 0.0317 (11) 0.0265 (9) −0.0191 (8) 0.0149 (7) −0.0102 (8) C28 0.0376 (10) 0.0210 (10) 0.0365 (10) −0.0138 (8) −0.0092 (8) 0.0079 (8) C29 0.0268 (8) 0.0176 (9) 0.0505 (12) −0.0084 (7) 0.0075 (8) −0.0118 (8) C30 0.0183 (7) 0.0118 (8) 0.0188 (7) −0.0014 (5) −0.0005 (5) 0.0012 (6) C31 0.0204 (7) 0.0185 (9) 0.0155 (7) −0.0054 (6) −0.0006 (5) 0.0021 (6) C32 0.0173 (7) 0.0192 (8) 0.0183 (7) −0.0046 (6) 0.0037 (5) −0.0049 (6) C33 0.0133 (6) 0.0164 (9) 0.0179 (7) −0.0002 (5) 0.0009 (5) −0.0020 (6) C34 0.0127 (6) 0.0124 (7) 0.0162 (7) −0.0020 (5) −0.0001 (5) −0.0017 (6) C35 0.0138 (6) 0.0118 (7) 0.0153 (6) −0.0026 (5) 0.0001 (5) −0.0025 (5) C36 0.0148 (6) 0.0156 (8) 0.0176 (7) 0.0008 (5) 0.0008 (5) −0.0001 (5) C37 0.0154 (7) 0.0153 (8) 0.0208 (7) 0.0019 (5) 0.0028 (5) −0.0006 (6) C38 0.0174 (6) 0.0135 (7) 0.0153 (6) −0.0019 (5) 0.0015 (5) −0.0004 (5) C39 0.0156 (6) 0.0164 (8) 0.0165 (6) 0.0014 (5) −0.0017 (5) 0.0009 (5) C40 0.0142 (6) 0.0138 (7) 0.0184 (6) 0.0015 (5) 0.0013 (5) −0.0010 (5) C41 0.0180 (7) 0.0168 (8) 0.0179 (7) −0.0014 (5) 0.0006 (5) −0.0006 (6) C42 0.0176 (6) 0.0130 (7) 0.0166 (6) −0.0034 (5) 0.0009 (5) −0.0009 (5) C43 0.0169 (7) 0.0163 (8) 0.0197 (7) 0.0007 (5) −0.0005 (5) 0.0005 (6) C44 0.0185 (7) 0.0188 (9) 0.0187 (7) 0.0005 (6) 0.0042 (6) −0.0013 (6) C45 0.0178 (7) 0.0167 (8) 0.0209 (7) −0.0004 (5) −0.0008 (5) 0.0005 (6) supplementary materials sup-6 . E68, m1535 C46 0.0173 (6) 0.0152 (8) 0.0205 (7) 0.0008 (5) 0.0027 (5) 0.0001 (6) N1 0.0182 (6) 0.0161 (7) 0.0156 (6) −0.0017 (5) 0.0029 (4) 0.0000 (5) N2 0.0212 (6) 0.0187 (7) 0.0176 (6) −0.0031 (5) 0.0029 (5) 0.0006 (5) N3 0.0211 (6) 0.0164 (7) 0.0154 (6) 0.0010 (5) 0.0018 (5) 0.0002 (5) N4 0.0209 (6) 0.0179 (7) 0.0175 (6) −0.0012 (5) 0.0014 (5) −0.0009 (5) Fe1 0.01265 (9) 0.01060 (13) 0.01159 (9) −0.00095 (7) 0.00106 (7) −0.00014 (8) Fe2 0.01361 (9) 0.01336 (14) 0.01255 (9) −0.00240 (8) 0.00063 (7 (7) 
